Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  l<nowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

WASMINGTQ-N.  t)  C. 

FIM  15-55 


S.  BSWlftTliENT  OF  AGRICULTURf.  I 


October  12,  1955 


HOG  SLAUGHTER  IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES 
(Prospective  1956  vdth  Comparisons) 


U,S,D,A,  NEQ,  U62-A  F.A.S. 


Pork  output  throughout  the  World  has  continued  to  increase  since 
the  end  of  World  War  II  vdth  1955  as  the  peak  year.    The  per  capita 
supplies  of  pork  and  of  all  meats  hav©  increased  substantially  in  most 
countries.    However,  the  1956  output  indicates  an  estimated  decrease  of 
about  tw) percent  per  Western  Europe  as  compared  to  1955  but  an  in- 
crease of  about  six  percent  for  North  Aaerica* 
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Uorlci  pork  production  ht^s  coi-'tinxied  to  increase  diirinfe  1955  in  al- 
30  .t  ever'''  pork  producing  country,       ■ao:''erate  increase  in  pork  pro- 
duction is  expected  for  1956  altho-:.gh  only  a  fev  ma^or  pork  producing 
countries  a^'e  likely  to  me.intain  tlie  production  at  a  liigher  level  than 
was  the  case  in  1955»    'i^-s  increase  vres  much  aona pronounced  in  1955 
then  at  any  tlae  since  195 

The  number  of  hogs  to  be  slauglitered  in  1956  ^^dll  be  sli;,htly 
higher  than  in  the  current  calendar  year  in  United  States,  Canr.da,  and 
Mexico,  lower  in  South  A^nerica  and  Oceanif ,  and  slightly  lower  in  Vurope, 
especially  in  pork  exporting  countries. 

Little  cnar.ge  fro.a  the  cui-rent  low  prices  is  rnticipc  ted  in  1956, 
because  of  reduced  production  of  pork  in  /Netherlands  end  Denmarl"  the 
two  Laportont  exporters  in  Europe,    Doinestic  production  in  the  United 
Kingdom  \d.ll  probably  be  lower  than  in  1955  Mhen  it  was  lover  by  about 
10  percent  tlian  in  the  previous  year.    Larger  imports  into  the  United 
Kingdoni,  therefore,  are  anticipated.    Despite  the  reduction  in  Nether- 
lands and  ..enmark,  these  countries  still  are  important  competitors  for 
"O.       exports  to  Europe,  -aouth  oaerica  and  the  Caribbean  area. 

Pork  supplies  especially  hams  from  la  stem  and  Vtestem  Eu'^ope  will 
continue  to  be  shipped  to  U,  o.    Despite  the  low  prices  L,  S.  still  is 
considered  a  better  mar^eet  for  their  exports, 

'j-he  slaughter  of  hogs  both  in  Canada  and  the  U,  3,  vdll  continue  to 
be  larger  than  the  194-6-50  average  and  about  20  and  15  percent,  respective- 
ly, above  the  recent  low  level  of  1954,  hut  still  below  the  1951-52  re- 
cord proc'uction,    Slauglter    in    esteni  Furope,  South  America  and  ."ustralia 
probablv  will  be  lower  than  the  1955  record  production,    'estern  Europe's 
slaughter  although  SiuaUerthan  the  1955  record  is  still  more  than  double 
the  1946-50  average.    In  the  principal  producing  countries  of  South  America 
slaiighter  during  1956  is  exriected  to  be  10-15  percent  lovjer  than  c  year 
earlier.    Slaughterings  in    ustrelia  during  1956  will  be  2  percent  aaaller 
than  1955  record  year.    Kovever,  .  ew  ^erl:.rd  expects  to  increase  the 
number  and  \dll  be  about  2  percent  higher  than  the  1555  record  vear, 

As  a  result  of  lov  prices  the  number  of  hogs  vdll  be  reduced  in  the 
united  i  in^doin,    etherli  nds,  and  Denmark,    F;o\«ver,  as  a  result  of  douie- 
stic  support  prices  the  number  vdll  continue  to  be  hi,=h  in  Germany, 
Jrance,  .  ustria,  Vugoslavii  tjid  Italj'^.    The  corn  supply,  of  record  pro- 
portions, and  other  feetls  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  during  1955 
and  the  low  price  of  fi  cds,  vdll  induce  the  fanners  to  raise  as  'ju:ny  or  & 
few  more  hogs  in  1956  than  tliey  did  in  1955,    Dry  weather  iA  .uan^-  sections 
of  L'urope  which  reduced  the  feeds  and  als>o  the  lo\'  price  of  pork  ond  pork 
products  vdll  discourc^^e  the  exportine  countries  from  continued  increases 
in  hog  nuiabers. 
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The  increased  production  of  hogs  in  future  yef.rs  xvill  depend  largely 
v^on  the  course  of  hog  prices  and  the  amount  of  feed  grain  produced,  but 
will  Ije  affected  by  the  high  economic  activity  both  in  lurope  and  Ilorth 
America,    Unless  new  attractive  markets  open  in  Eastern  Europe  and  U,S»SeR., 
no    further  substantial  increases  in  production  could  be  expected  in  Ifest- 
em  Europe,    Feed  i:i  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  limiting  factors.  How- 
ever, some  increase  in  production  of  hogs  could  be  expected  in  the  United 
Stt  tes  and  Cansca  as  a  result  of  high  economic  activity  and  unlimited 
resom-ces  to  expand  feed  production. 

The  total  hog  slaughter  in  1955  in  the  United  States  is  expected  to 
be  aro-und  81  million  head  «  13  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and 
the  largest  since  i952«    The  1956  level  is  expected  to  be  about  5  percent 
more  than  in  the  ctur^rent  year.    The  1955  spring  pig  crop  vjas  9  percent 
greater  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  largest  since  1951*    The  1955  fall 
crop  was  indicated  to  be  about  10  percent  larger  th£in  a  year  earlier  on 
the  basis  of  farmer's  intentions  for  fe.ll  breeding.    The  ratio  of  hog 
prices  to  feed  prices  now  is  about  (or  "close  to")  avert ve. 

Slaughter  of  hogs  in  the  first  half  of  1955  was  17  percent  greater 
than  the  1954  figure  *    It  is  expected  that  slaughter  in  the  second  half 
of  1955  vdll  be  about  10  to  12  percent  above  a  3rear  ago.    The  planned  in- 
crease in  fall  farrowings  riu-kes  it  likely  that  slaughter  in  the  first 
half  of  1956  will  also  te  above  a  year  earlier* 

The  hog  production  in  Canada  has  shown  similar  trends  to  that  in  the 
United  'states.    Slaughter  in  1955  will  be  the  largest  in  several  years. 
Similar  to  that  in  the  u,  3,  slaughtering  of  hogs  is  expected  to  be  larger 
in  1956  than  the  previous  year.    Both  spring  anc  fell  pig  crops  in  1955 
are  larger  than  the  year  before.    The  total  pig  crop  in  Canada  during  1955 
probably  will  be  the  largest  since  1944.    Mexico  *  s  hog  slaughter  is  at 
relatively  high  level  and  is  expected  to  be  higher  during  1956,, 

Hog  production  in  Western  European  countries  will  be  high  es- 
pecially in  Western  Genuany,  Austria,  France,  Italy  and  Yugoslavia, 
Smaller  reductions  are  in  prospect  in  Belgium,  Netherlands,  Denmark, 
the  United  Itingdom,  Irel  nd,  Sweden  and  Korway, 

As  e  result  of  a  poor  com  ht  rvest  in  Argentina,  hog  slaughter  there 
probably  will  be  lower  and  the  future  increase  v/ill  depend  on  the  pro- 
duction of  feed.    Brazil  will  continue  to  be  short  of  pork  products  as 
a  result  of  feed  shortage  and  increased  consumption  within  the  country 
as  a  result  of  iiiqproved  purchadng  power  of  the  average  citizen, 

'ihe  hog  production  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  continued  to  decline 
since    orld  War  II  and  it  appears  that  other  crops  Lnd  livestock  are 
more  profitable  then  hog  production  in  view  of  sccrcity  of  feeds. 

The  production  of  pork  both  in  Japan  and  the  x-hilippines  continues 
to  incret'se  since  Uorld  v/ar  II  but  all  is  consumed  locally. 


